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CAPSULE

Dr. Grafton M. Bosley was initially responsible for the residential devel-
opment of west Towson. He was a prominent land owner who is especially noted
for having donsted part of his estete for the site of the Court House and Jall
in 1853. By 1899, Bosley Avenue, Allegheny Avenue, %W. Pennsylvanias Avenue, W.
Chesapeske Avenue, Highlsnd Avenue, and lster Centrsl Avenue were laid out for
accessibility to lots ready for public development.

This is one of two houses built for the purpose of housing several families
in the west Towson area; an exemple of an esrly 20th century apartment building.
This late Victorian structure is one of four in the Towson area which employs
local red sandstone on the first level with freme upper levels. It remains as
one of only two houses in the 300 block of ¥W. Chesapeake Avenue.
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED _XORIGINAL SITE
¥.GOOD __RUINS ZALTERED __MOVED DATELYBR. , 1979
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Exterior Cnly:

This house is somewhat similar to three other houses in the Towson area.
Features that tie all four together include the red sandstone first level
topped by upper frame levels. Steeply pitched gsbles have very deep eaves,
suggesting pedimented ends. The fenestrstion is a regular 1/1 sash. The
upper levels of this house are covered with brown wooden shingles.

Most interesting is 2 two story, three bay centrally located porch sup-
porting a large gable-end *dormer®, The two tall columns are slso sandstone
The geble-snd itself hes very deep eaves and tongue-and-groove soffit as the
main block and & Palladisn window lighting the ares within. _

. As the main facade, the west fsczde is very symmeirical, being a strict
four bays wide. The northern threes bays are covered by a single story frame
addition which projects one bay to the west, is covered with brown wooden
shingles and is topped with a2 pedimented roof. The third level hes a smeller

" sized pair of 1/1 in each outer bay and the gable end is lighted by a Palla-
dian window.
The symmetry is somewhat broken on the north fascade. The east bays of
the first level have been enclosed with z frame sddition projscting one bay .
to the north. The cantral bays of the second lsvel project approximately 2 feet
and support a pedimented "dormert ‘which is lighted by & Palladian window. All
three levels have open porches with balustered rsilings.
The east facade is identical to the west but does not have a frame addition.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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B} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—.1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE _.ECONOMICS — LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 ZXARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION __MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —MUSsIC . THEATER
—1800-1899 _COMMERCE ——EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _.PHILOSOPHY ' __TRANSPORTATION
_X1900- —.COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES

1898 - 1915 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

o~

Dr. Grafton M. Bosley was initially responsible for the residential
development of west Towson. He was 2 prominent land owner who is especially
noted for having donated part of his estate for the site of the Court House
end Jail in 1853. By 1899, Bosley Avenue, Allegheny Avenue, W, Pennsylvania
Avenue, W. Chesapeake Avenue, Highland Avenue, and later Central Avenue were
laid out for sccessibility to lots ready for public development.

This is one of two houses built for the purpose of housing several fam-
ilies; an example of an early 20th century spartment building. This late
Victorien structure is one of four in the Towson area which employs locsl
red sandstone on the first level with frame upper levels. It remains as one
of only two houses in the 300 block of W. Chesapeake.Avenue.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FEIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Beltimore County Land Records
Baltimore County Tax Assessment Records

_CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See Attachnment

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE . COUNTY

STATE : ’ COUNTY
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
D. Owings Schultz _ WAYNE L. NIELD, Il
ORGANIZATION HISTORIC TOWSON, INC. DATE
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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CHAIN OF TITLE FOR # 308 W. CHESAPE.KE AVE.
Parcel 38, map 70-A

FOLIO DATE GRANTOR GRANTEE

Loéh

835 Novermber 1, 1977 Elizsbeth Silver Cole et al Elizsbeth S. Cole &
Trustess under the Lest Charles Y. Ccle, Jr.
Will & Testament of C.
Walter Cole 57/377.

Bsginning st the intersection of the north side of Chesapeake Ave.
with the west side of Bosley Ave. Northerly along the west side of
Bosley 130 feet, 300 feet We s terly 300 feet, Southerly 130 feet,
Easterly 300 feet to beginning.

1§55 December 31, 1959 TFlizabeth Silver Cole et al Elizabeth 3. Cole &
Allen E. Buzzel, Trustees

Known as # 312 %. Chesapeake Ave, improved by s three story
apartment house,

From the followlng two deeds:

1h11

1199

625

626

347 December 9, 1941 William P. Cole, Jr. et al (. Walter Cole

L87 November 30, 1930 Grace N. Renneburg et al C. Wlater Cole

136 October 21, 1925 William P. Cole, Sr. Grace N. Renneburg et al
35 . Qctober 1, 1925. vsamuel’A.'Hampshife; .. William P. Cole, 3r.

Being the southernmost and larger portions of three lots from W. Gill Smith
to Samuel A. Hampshire: '

LhL7 February L, 1921
453 July 1L, 1921

513 July 19, 1921

377 November 2, 1917 Elmer J. Cook, Trustees W. Gill Smith

First, beginning on the north side of Chesapeake Ave. snd the west
side of Bosley Ave. Westerly 150 feet, Northerly 180 feet, Essterly -
150 feet, Southerly 180 feet to beginning.
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3eing described in mortgage book L02/Lh62 March 26, 1913

# 3econdly, beginning on the east side of Centrsl Ave. and the north side

of Chesapeake Ave. Basterly 150 feet, Northerly 180 feet, Westerly 150
feet, Southerly 180 feet to begzinning.

Being described in mortgage book L17/150 August 1, 1913
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TAX ASSESSMENT REGORDS

Grafton M. Bosley Estate

1911:

Private Avenues - Highland, Pennsylvania, Allegheny, Central % Bosley

Frame House on Lot "D" Southwest corner of Allegheny & Central Aves.

1916;

Lot 50' x 160! North side Pennsylvania Ave. 2nd S. of Bosley
nClark"

Lot 75'' x 120' Southwest corner Bosley & Pennsylvania Ave.
"Merryman®

Lot 100' x 180" Northwest corner Bosley & Chesapeake
"Merryman"

Lot 60! x 150" %West side Bosley 2nd 3. of Pennsylvania Ave.
"erryman” '

1917

Lot 225! x 120' Pennsylvanis Ave. between Bosley & Centrzl Aves.
"Merryman"

Lot 150' x 180! Southwest corner Pennsylvaniz & Central
Merryman™

Lot 60t x 150' East side Central
"™Merryman"

Lot 60' x 130' Southwest corner Alleiheny & Central
Prame House "Eckel"

Lot 100' x 150" North side Pennsylvania Ave. 100! West of Central Ave.
"Shirley™
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MORTTAGE RECORD

Mortgzage Book 210, Folio 131  July 15, 1899

Y4

Dr. Grafton ¥. Bosley to the Maryland Title Insursnce % Trust Company
for $11,500

Twelve lots situated West of Towson represented on a plat filed with
the mortzage.

For the purpose of making accessible the said lots, the following
Avenues represented on the plat "are hereby dedicated to public use...":

Chesapeake Avenue
Pennsylvania Avenue
Allegheny Avenue
Highland Avenue
Bosley Avenue
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